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RESULTS

The Clinical Hedges QI database contained 49 233 citations, of
which 471 (0.96%) were original or review QI studies; of those
282 (60%) were methodologically sound (ie, ‘pass’). Of the 282

Table 1

and accuracy of medline searches

Formulae for calculating the sensitivity, specificity, precision

Hand search of the literature

Meets Does not
criteria meet criteria
Search terms Detected a b
Not detected c d
a+c b+d

Table 4 Combination of terms with the best sensitivity (keeping spec
lowest possible absolute difference between sensitivity and specificity)

detecting original and review articles about QI that pass for methods

Search strategy OVID search®

Sensitivity (%)
development validation
diff (95% C1)

Best sensitivity

Al
exp health services administration
OR random:.mp. OR review.pt. OR
compare..tw

Ql pass for methods
effectiveness.tw. OR journal.mp. OR
MEDLINE tw. OR random:.tw

Best optimisation of sensitivity and specificity
Al i

random:.tiab. OR educat:.tw. OR

exp

patient care management

Ql pass for methods
control: trial:.mp. OR journal.mp. OR
MEDLINE.tw. OR random: trial: tw

98.4
08 (-251038)

96.3

976 53.0

533
03(-061t01.1)

100.0 893

893
—37(-91101.4) 0
833 819
847 a4
1.4 (-5.7 10 8.0) 02(-051t09)
94.8 95.7
839 958
~49(-125w1.3) 0.1(-03 to 0.5)

Qual Saf Health Care 2010;19:e31

20 535

19 53.7
~01({-041t003) 02(-07t01.1)
52 89.3

48 0
~04({-16107)

49 839

48 84.1

=01 (-1.0t00.9) 0.2(-051009)
1.4 95.7

10.6 95.7
~08(-341t01.8) 0

*Search strategies are reported using Ovid's search enaine svntax for MEDLINE.

Sensitivity=a/(a+c). Specificity=d/(b+d). Precision=a/{a+b). Accuracy=(a+d)/(a+b+c+d).

. doi:10.1136/qshc.2010.042432
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American Journal of Cardiology. (no pagination), 2047, Date of Publication. 2017.
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